
Tobacco Retailers and the FDA 

Do you sell tobacco products?  Then you must comply 

with these federal laws.*  

On June 22,2010, the Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA) published a rule that restricts the sale, distribution, 

and marketing of cigarettes and smokeless tobacco 

products to protect children and adolescents. The rule is 

required by the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco 

Control Act and is intended to protect kids by making 

tobacco products less accessible and attractive to them. 

 

Check the photo ID with date of birth of anyone under age 

27 who attempts to purchase cigarettes or smokeless 

tobacco. 

Only sell cigarettes and smokeless tobacco to anyone age 

18 or older. (Retailers must comply with more restrictive 

state or local laws. For example, the legal age in Alabama, 

Alaska, New Jersey, and Utah is 19.) 

 

Only sell cigarettes and smokeless tobacco in a direct, 

face-to-face exchange. (The only exception is vending 

machines and self-service displays located in adult-only facilities where no person younger than 18 is 

permitted to enter. Please note that tobacco vending machines are banned in some states.) 

 

Do NOT give away free samples of cigarettes. 

Do NOT break open cigarette or smokeless tobacco packages to sell products in smaller amounts. 

Do NOT sell single cigarettes (also called “loosies”). 

Do NOT sell cigarette packages containing fewer than 20 cigarettes. 

Do NOT give away free samples of smokeless tobacco except from a “qualified adult-only facility.” 

Do NOT sell or give away items – such as hats, t-shirts, or lighters – with tobacco brands or logos. 

Do NOT give away gifts or items in exchange for the purchase of cigarettes or smokeless tobacco, or 

in exchange for tobacco product proofs-of-purchase, coupons, or credits. 

Do NOT sell flavored cigarettes. 

 

*This is only a summary of the laws. For the full list of federal laws, visit: 

www.fda.gov/BreakTheChain3. 

*Retailers must also follow state tobacco laws. Please check with your state tobacco control office for 

more information. 

  

 

http://www.fda.gov/downloads/TobaccoProducts/ProtectingKidsfromTobacco/RegsRestrictingSale/UCM263540.pdf
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/TobaccoProducts/ProtectingKidsfromTobacco/RegsRestrictingSale/UCM263540.pdf
http://www.fda.gov/TobaccoProducts/ResourcesforYou/BreakTheChain/default.htm
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/TobaccoProducts/ProtectingKidsfromTobacco/RegsRestrictingSale/UCM263540.pdf

